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president of the local Jacobin club.    From his position in

the army he was unable to enter the National (luard, but

when the war broke out, he promptly left his regiment, and

accepted the lieutenant-colonelcy of the first battalion of the

volunteers of the Gard, to which he was unanimously elected

as the battalion passed through Besa^on on its way to the

front.   He soon distinguished himself and was promoted, in

rapid succession, colonel, general of brigade, and, on October

4, 1793, general of division.    He was known throughout the

army not only as an able officer, but also as a violent politician

and an ardent republican, and this latter cause doubtless had

much to  do with his selection by the  representatives  on

mission, on October 27, to take command of the army of the

Rhine.

It now remains to be seen what were the disasters which
Hoche and Pichegru had to remedy by a winter campaign,
and to examine the famous mission of Saint-Just and Le Baw
to Alsace, which had as great an influence upon the armies
and the military situation in that quarter,  as  the visit of
Carnot to the north-eastern frontier.   The loss of Mayence
had inaugurated a series  of disasters.    The  Prussian army,
which had taken that city, was exhausted, and the generals
who  commanded it were very unwilling to advance into
France for the second time.    This unwillingness waks caused
as much by political as military motives, for the Prussian
generals were almost all opposed to the war with Fiance;
they believed that they were being used to serve the private
ends of Austria, and looked on France as their natural ally,
and, in spite of the wishes of King Frederick William, the
Prussians satisfied themselves with occupying the position of
Kaiserslautern.    But if the Prussians did not take full ad-
vantage of the capture of Maj^ence, the Austriana were not slow
to do so.    Covered by Mayence, a powerful Austrian army,
under Marshal Wurmser,  invaded Alsace.    It  was  every-
where successful: the lines of Pirmasens  were carried  on
September 14, Haguenau was occupied and Landau blockaded,
and on October  13, just three days before the  battle of